
Identifying Your Own Hamartia 
 
Blindness. We are all blind about some aspect of our being that we don’t want to 
recognize. When combined with a tragic flaw, blindness can be fatal (literally). Narcissus 
was blind to his self-admiration. Dr. Stern didn’t realize that he led a pointless existence. 
Brandon and Philip are blind to their own egotism, mistakenly believing that they were 
Übermensch. 
 
So, I must ask…  What are you blind to? What potentially tragic flaw are you not 
examining? 
 
Authors write tragedies to send a message to their audience. They communicate 
what kind of life should and shouldn’t be led. They punish the bad with death and 
reward the virtuous with life. Thus, all tragedies are educational in nature. As a 
result, you should aim to learn something from the tragedies we’ve studied in order 
to be reflective upon your own life and avoid the similar pitfalls. 
 
For this assignment, I want you to write a letter to yourself that will help shed some light 
on the darker corners of your personality. 
 
 
Paragraph #1: If you have a potential flaw that could bring about your own downfall, 
what is it? Put another way, what could be the hamartia that you are blind to? 
 
Paragraph #2: How have you seen this flaw affect your life already? List specific 
instances as evidence with supporting explanation. 
 
Paragraph #3: If you did nothing to correct your hamartia, how do you think it would 
affect you in the future? What tragic predictions do you have? 
 
Paragraph #4: Do you think that you can overcome your hamartia? If so, how? Or, do 
you think that you are fated to never escape it? If so, why? 
 
 
Your letter should meet the following requirements: 
 □ be written in a thoughtful and serious tone 
 □ be at least 800 words in length 
 □ be written in Times New Roman, 12 point font 
 □ be submitted via email to devin@ucla.edu as an attached MS Word file 
 □ Letter starts with “Dear [Your Name],” 
 □ Letter ends with “Sincerely,” and your name 
 □ be submitted by Tuesday, September 30th  
 



Each Paragraph: 
 
□Insufficient Mastery □Developing Mastery □Mastery □Beyond Mastery 
□ Some individual 
sentences are difficult 
to understand. 
 
□ The sentences do not 
seem to fit together. 
 

□ The paragraph 
makes sense, but it 
does not clearly make 
its point. 
 
 

□ I clearly 
understand the 
paragraph’s 
point. 
 
 
 
 

□ The paragraph’s 
point is made in a 
very clear and 
persuasive manner. 
 
 

□ The tone is not 
serious or thoughtful. 
 

□ The tone is not as 
serious or thoughtful 
as it needs to be for 
this assignment. 

□ The tone is 
serious and 
thoughtful. 
 

□ The tone is not 
only serious but 
incredibly 
thoughtful. 
 

□ The paragraph does 
not fully answer the 
question for that 
particular paragraph. 

□ The paragraph does 
not include very 
specific supporting 
explanation. 

□ The 
paragraph 
includes very 
specific 
supporting 
explanation. 

□ The paragraph’s 
includes very 
specific supporting 
explanation that 
leaves the read 
without any 
questions. 

□ Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and spelling 
have many noticeable 
errors. 

□ Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and 
spelling have some 
noticeable errors. 

□ Grammar, 
usage, 
mechanics, 
and spelling 
have no major 
errors. 

□ Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and 
spelling have no 
noticeable errors. 

 
 


