
 
 

“The Third Man” 
 
 
In this scene from The Third Man, Holly Martins discovers that his friend Harry Lime is 
alive and well after a faked death. Holly knows that Harry is a con-man and probably a 
killer, but he wants to meet with him anyways.  
 
[Watch the scene. Don’t worry too much about the back-story. We’re not terribly 
concerned with who Anna is or what else is going on. I just want you to pay attention to 
Harry’s philosophy on human life. The main quotation regarding his perspective is 
printed below.] 
 
 
Victims? Don’t be melodramatic. Look down there. Would you really feel any pity if one 
of those dots stopped moving forever? If I offered you twenty thousand pounds for every 
dot that stopped, would you really, old man, tell me to eat my money—or would you 
calculate how many dots you could afford to spend? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think about Harry’s philosophy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Übermensch (also called “Overman” or “Superman”) 
 

 
The Übermensch (German; English: Overman, 
Superman) is a concept from the philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche. Nietzsche believed that the Übermensch was 
a goal for humanity to set for itself in his 1883 book 
entitled “Thus Spoke Zarathustra”. 
 
The book's protagonist, Zarathustra, contends that "man 
is something which ought to be overcome:" 
 
    I teach you the superman. All beings so far have 
created something beyond themselves; and do you want 
to be the ebb of this great flood and even go back to the 
beasts rather than overcome man? What is the ape to 
man? A laughingstock or a painful embarrassment. And 
man shall be just that for the overman: a laughingstock or 
a painful embarrassment… 
 

In this passage, Nietzsche claims that superior humans in later generations will look back 
upon current humans and laugh at them as a “painful embarrassment” just like we might 
laugh at apes right now. 
 
According to Nietzsche, just like all people are motivated by their “will to live”, they are 
also motivated by their “will to power” (i.e. their desire to obtain power). The Superman, 
or Overman, has achieved power over others; he has overcome man. 
 
Supermen are creators of a "master morality." They are supposedly free from all societal 
values except the ones that they deem valid according to them. In other words, since the 
Superman is so much greater than normal men, why should he play by the same rules?  
 
In many ways, Nietzsche’s conception of the Superman came from a rejection of God. If 
God is longer in the picture, then man can become a god through the ideal of the 
Superman. And since gods are superior to men, they can make their own laws. 
 
 
  


