
Stranger than Fict ion Essay 
Due Friday, Oct. 24th at the end of the period. 
 
 

Essay Question: Why was Harold allowed to live? 
 
Now, really think about this question. To answer this question deeply, you will need to 
connect this complex film to all of the concepts we have covered in class.  

• Tragedy 
• Comedy 
• Mimesis 
• Hamartia 
• Anagnorisis 
• Peripeteia 
• Tragic Irony 
• Catharsis 
• Cause-and-Effect plot 
• Purpose of tragedies 
• Reading the word, reading the world 
• Self-literacy 

 
 

REQUIRED ELEMENTS: 
 
□ A thesis statement that directly answers the essay question 

□ A topic sentence for each body paragraph that connects back to the thesis 

□ Clear evidence that connects to course concepts 

□ 4 sentences of analysis for each piece of evidence (quotation or summary) 

□ Persuasive use of each course concept in order to prove your thesis 

□ Clear logical progression from one idea to the next 
 
 



Brainstorm Discuss ion for STF  Essay 
 

1. Get into groups of four. 
 

2. Take out the following:  
a. the Poetics 
b. Why We Read 
c. Stranger than Fiction Guiding Questions packet 

 
3. Watch the clip. Do you think Harold’s story is a comedy, tragedy, or tragicomedy? 

WHY? (Hint: What is the crucial difference between tragedies and comedies?) 
 

4. Review the two concepts from Why We Read that you need to know for this 
essay: reading the word, reading the world and sel f- l i teracy. 
 

5. Discuss how all the terms listed on the assignment sheet relate to STF and how 
each can be used to answer the question. (Take notes on a separate sheet of paper 
as well.) 

 
6. In the film, Harold was given the unique opportunity to read the text of his life. This 

is VERY important. Why? How does it help you answer the essay question? (Hint: 
Which course concepts does this idea connect to?) 

 
7. Discuss possible complex answers to the essay question. You might want to start 

with a simple explanation and then works backwards. (Hint: This question is simply 
answered in one of the final scenes when Professor Hilbert and Karen Eiffel discuss 
the new ending to the book.) 

 
8. Draft INDIVIDUAL thesis statements. Remember, a thesis is one or two sentences 

that clearly answer your essay question and guide your entire essay. 


