
Extra Credit Explication: 100 Points 

Nothing Gold Can Stay 
 
 
Your Thesis: (you can change it if you want) 
Frost’s many poetic devices create layers of meaning to communicate his 
message of the fleeting nature of human life. 
 

FORMAT: 
 

□ Emailed to devin@ucla.edu as MS Word document 

□ Has your full name, class, date, period, and creative title 

□ 12 point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced 
 
 

REQUIRED ELEMENTS: 
 
□ One introductory paragraph that includes a thesis statement 

□ One body paragraph that explains the first part of your poem 

□ One body paragraph that explains the next part of your poem 

□ Repeat body paragraphs that explain the remaining parts of the poem 

□ One concluding paragraph that restates your thesis and expands upon our essential  
question: How does a poem mean? 



Direct ions: Please score your partner’s essay according to the following rubric.  This is 
the same rubric that Devin will use to grade your essay.  For each row (thesis, evidence, 
etc.) highlight the box that best describes this aspect of your partner’s essay. 

 
 

 INSUFFICIENT MASTERY APPROACHING 

MASTERY 
MASTERY BEYOND MASTERY 

THESIS Your essay contains a 
thesis, but it may not be 
clear or relevant. 

Your thesis states an 
argument about the 
text. 

Your thesis states a 
clear argument 
about how the 
literary devices 
create a deeper 
understanding of 
the poem. 

Your thesis states a clear, 
original argument about  
how the literary devices 
create a deeper 
understanding of the text 
and guides your entire 
essay. 

EVIDENCE You address only small 
pieces of poem. 

You address some of 
the poem. 

You address most 
of the poem. 

You address each line of 
the poem. 

ANALYSIS You do not explain or 
interpret the evidence. 
The essay mostly 
contains summary. 

You explain only 
some of your 
evidence. 

You analyze the 
evidence by 
explaining the 
literary devices used 
in a 4:1 ratio. 

You clearly, persuasively 
and sophisticatedly analyze 
how your evidence 
supports your thesis in a 4:1 
ratio. 

QUOTATIONS You either do not quote 
the text or improperly 
drop in entire quotations 
without having them be 
a part of a larger 
sentence. 

You sometimes 
properly quote 
evidence by 
introducing the 
quotation. 

You consistently 
quote evidence 
properly by 
introducing the 
quotation and 
provide a brief 
interpretation 
before analyzing. 

You consistently quote 
evidence properly by 
introducing the quotation 
and provide a persuasive 
interpretation or multiple 
interpretations before 
analyzing. 

COHESIVENESS & 

ORGANIZATION 
You do not provide 
clearly identifiable topic 
sentences. 

Your topic sentences 
do not clearly 
support your thesis 
statement.  

Your topic 
sentences clearly 
support your thesis 
statement. 

Your topic sentences 
clearly support your thesis 
and provide a smooth 
transition from one idea to 
the next. 

GRAMMAR Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and spelling 
have many noticeable 
errors. 

Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and 
spelling have some 
noticeable errors. 

Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and 
spelling have no 
major errors. 

Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, and spelling 
have no noticeable errors. 


