
PRACTICE EAP PROMPT: 
 
The Early Assessment Program is a series of tests administered by the CSU system to 
determine if students are adequately prepared for college. If students cannot pass an EAP 
test, then those students should work to become more “college ready” in order to avoid 
taking remedial courses once they start attending college.  
 
The purpose of this writing assessment is to increase your writing proficiency. With practice 
and feedback on the types of expository writing tasks students will be asked to perform for 
entrance and placement assessments, you will be better prepared for college-level writing.   
 
All EAP essay prompts have a short passage that you must read carefully and understand. 
After the passage, each and every EAP prompt will have the following instructions: 
 
Explain the author's argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or 
disagree with his/her views. Support your posit ion by referr ing to the 
passage and by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, 
observat ions, or reading. 
 
The first phrase “Explain the author’s argument” essentially asks you to summarize 
the main point of the passage. Remember, summarizing non-fiction is very different than 
summarizing fiction. Fiction can be summarized by a series of events (first this happened, 
then this, then that). Non-fiction should be summarized by stating the main idea that keeps 
getting repeated (you could also think of it as a theme I suppose). Find an idea that the 
author consistently devotes time and space to discussing, explaining, providing illustrations 
or examples, or defining. The more times it repeats, the more important it is. 
 
I have provided a passage for you starting below. Please read the passage carefully and find 
the main, repeated idea. You should annotate your text to demonstrate that you have 
found this important, repetitious idea.  
 
Monday HW: Read the passage carefully and annotate. Then write a 4-5 sentence 
summary of the passage’s main idea. 
 
Tuesday HW: Write a strong, analytic paragraph about “the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with his v iews”. 
 
Wednesday HW:  Outline an entire essay that you could write in 45 minutes that has a 
thesis, examples, and analysis (the most important part). 
 
Thursday In‐Class: We write our practice EAP essays! 
 



Northrop Frye on Tragic Heroes  
(adapted for the non-philosophy major by Devin Ozdogu) 
 
Most critics of literature observe that comedy tends to deal with characters in a social 
group. Comedy focuses on groups of people whose fates are intertwined (whatever 
happens to one will happen to the rest). Tragedy, on the other hand, is more concentrated 
on a single individual. The typical tragic hero is somewhere between the divine and the “all 
too human.” He lies in the grey area between being merely a man and a superior being. 
This same fact must be true even of dying gods like Prometheus. Prometheus, of course, 
was the god that gave man the gift of fire. But, Zeus, the king of the gods, didn’t like this 
and punished Prometheus. He was to be chained to a mountainside, and his internal organs 
were to be pecked out and eaten by vultures everyday. The next morning, his body would 
be healed and the vultures would start again. Prometheus had sympathy for man, and as a 
result, he granted them a power that used to belong to only the gods. So, he suffers for his 
sympathy with the “dying ones” or “mortal” men. But, being a god, Prometheus cannot die. 
However, he is less than a god because even the act of suffering is less than divine.  
 
Heroes in tragedies are superior to the common man. He is very great as compared with 
the audience. But, there is something else as well. While he is very great in comparison to 
the audience, he is very small in comparison to that which is beyond mortal men. He 
cannot compare to God, gods, fate, accident, fortune, necessity, circumstance, or any 
combination of these. However, the tragic hero allows us to see what happens when man 
challenges godly power. He is our mediator with the conflict apparent in extraordinary 
individuals. We get to see what happens when man fancies himself a god, or an 
Übermensch as Nietzsche would call it. 
 
This is why tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their lives. They are mountains 
in the human landscapes compared to the molehills that we are. They seem to be the 
inevitable conductors of the power about them. They have great power, superior intellect, 
or noble birth. Yet, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning rather than a clump of 
grass. Thus, these extraordinary men are more likely to reach too far into the heavens and 
suffer a greater fall. The higher they climb, the farther they fall.  
 
 
Explain the author's argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or 
disagree with his v iews. Support your posit ion by referr ing to the passage 
and by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, 
observat ions, or reading. 


