
Found Poem 
 
Poetry: literature written in musical or rhythmic form usually with fewer words charged 
with meaning 
 
Prose: language that is not intended as poetry 
 
Poetry is written differently than prose. In a poem, how the words are arranged affects 
their meaning. In prose, complete sentences are the basic unit of meaning. Poetry’s basic 
unit, however, may be constituted of a single word or even a particle of a word. You 
learned this first hand from the Two-Word Poem assignment. 
 
Direct ions: 

1. Copy one or two unique, rich, musical, or odd sentences found in a newspaper, 
magazine, history book, encyclopedia, letter, and so forth. 

2. Break the sentences into poetic lines, arranging words and phrases in the most 
meaningful and surprising ways. 

3. a. Title your work “Found Poem” 
           b. Beneath your title write (in parentheses) “words from” title of the article (in  
               quotation marks), title of the publication (underlined), date, page number. 
           c. At the end of your poem, and to the right, write “—arranged by” your name. 
 

EXAMPLE: 
Poem A 
 
My brother is 
an animal lover 
sometimes hater 
sometimes he likes to shout 
Get a horse 
Help         Air         Clear out! 

 
 

Poem B 
 
My brother is an animal 
Lover, sometimes 
Hater, sometimes 
He likes to shout 
Get a horse 
Help 
Air 
Clear Out! 

 



The Found Poem exercise should help you focus on a poetic device called lineation. 
Lineation refers to the line breaks that the poet uses to structure his/her poem.  
 
When we read poems, we instinctively pause (only slightly) when we hit a line break. This 
slight pause can make all the difference when you want to construct meaning in a poem.  
 
For this assignment, really explore the possibilities of lineation. Here are some ways you can 
restructure words: 

• capitalizing some words and not others 
• keeping the original punctuation (commas, periods, colons, etc.) or not 
• adding extra lines to separate or even isolate words 
• breaking up words or letters to form shapes or movement 
• omitting certain words with the use of an ellipsis (…) 
• bolding, underlining, or italicizing certain words 

 
 
Here are some further examples of lineation in Found Poems. 
 

Example #1 
 
It 
can be Misty 
Gray 
or  
Brilliant White. 
Clouds 
Closeinbriefly 
then 
part       like      veils 
Sometimes 
when rain stains the stone, 
You’ll hear 
A visitor say, 
“Doesn’t it look 
as 
if 
they’re 
c 
  r 
    y 
      i 
       n 
         g?” 
 
 



 

Example #2 
 
 
Cassette Recorders 
HUGE 
as suitcases 
blARE   O   U    T 
Hong Kong 
love songs 
… English 
lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #3 
 
 
The Puffer, 
Blowfish, Swellfish, 
or in Japanese, 
the Fugu. 
 
Eating the Fugu in Japan? 
$200 for four. 
 
But the Fugu 
Perhaps 
the world’s most deadly fish. 
 
The poison 
of the Fugu 
A terrible death! 
Arms, 
Legs, 
become numb. 
You can think 
but cannot move 
and soon 
Cannot breath … 
 
    “Last night he and I ate Fugu; 
      Today, I help carry his coffin.” 


