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How Many Times Can You Savor a Memory? 
 
 

How many times can you 
savor 
a memory? 
Each time replenished 
infinitely. 
Each time as delicious to my  
hungry  
brain, 
like Tantalus in reverse 
tasting her sweet plum tongue and  
honey breath. 
Until it fades into 
blurry, 
bland lines that 
once  
held so much joy. 
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Tantalus was a Greek 
figure who was punished 
in Tartarus (the deepest 
portion of the Underworld 
that was reserved for 
evildoers). His punishment 
was perpetual temptation 
without satisfaction. 
Standing next to a fruit 
tree and near a pond, 
Tantalus would always 
desire food and thirst for 
water. Yet, every time he 
reached for a piece of 
fruit, the branches would 
rise and keep the fruit out 
of reach. And every time 
he knelt down to drink, 
the water receded before 
he could get any. 
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Poetry Drill: 
1. Read the poem twice. Make sure you get the story of the poem. 
2. Answer all of the SOAPSTone questions. 

 
SOAPSTone 
Subject (What is the topic of the poem?) 
 
 
 
Occasion (What is the setting or occasion of the poem?) 
 
 
 
Audience (Who is the poem written for? Who is listening?) 
 
 
 
Purpose (What is the purpose of the poem? Why did the author write it?) 
 
 
 
 
Speaker (Who is the speaker of the poem? Don’t assume the author is the speaker.) 
 
 
 
 
Tone (What is the tone of the poem? What emotional weight does it carry 
 
 
 
 
 
What literary devices are used in this poem? 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework: Due Tomorrow 
 
Use the analytic structure to explicate the poem “How Many Times Can You Savor a 
Memory?”. Remember, “explicate” means to analyze each line of a text by examining the 
“How?” and the “Why?”. 
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Analytic Structure 
 
TOPIC SENTENCE 
Make a SOPHISTICATED claim about your topic. Make sure you summarize your ARGUMENT and 
ANALYSIS. DO NOT summarize the evidence. 
 
INTRODUCE YOUR QUOTATION WITH CONTEXT 
Tell us where the quotation is located in text. What happened just before? What will happen immediately 
afterward? Use words like “before”, “during”, or “after”. Look at the underlined portion below. 
 

As the war between Scotland and Norway concludes, Macbeth is described by a captain as 
“xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx” (Act 1, Scene 2, line 41). 

 
QUOTE & CITE THE QUOTATION PROPERLY 
Remember, a quotation needs to be introduced by your own words. After the quotation, you need to 
explain where in the play the quotation came from by telling us the page number (or, for poetry, the line 
number). Look at the underlined portion below. 
 

As the war between Scotland and Norway concludes, Macbeth is described by a captain as 
“cannons overcharged with double cracks, So they/ Doubly redoubled strokes upon the foe” (Act 1, 
Scene 2, lines 41-42). 

 
PARAPHRASE/TRANSLATE THE QUOTATION 
Simply explain what the quotation means in your own words. Paraphrase. 
 

Here, the soldier simply means that Macbeth fought back against Norway’s larger forces with the 
explosive force of cannons and then redoubled his efforts on the battlefield. 

 
EXPLAIN/ANALYZE THE QUOTATION 
Below are helpful questions for analysis. YOU NEED AT LEAST THREE SENTENCES OF ANALYSIS. 
 

• What are the most important parts of the quotation? 
• How does this quotation connect to the theme of the text? 
• Is figurative language used (i.e. a metaphor, simile, symbol, foreshadowing)? 
• How does this quotation connect to a course concept that you’ve studied in class? 
• How does this quotation connect to the claim you made in your thesis or topic 

sentence? 
• How or why did the author use this literary device or course concept? 

 


